Kaleden Packinghouses

Kaleden was initially developed by James Ritchie as a fruit growers’ paradise. Once the trees started to
produce, packinghouses were required.

The fruit trees planted in 1910 began to produce in just three years, with sixty-seven boxes of apricots
packed in Lapsley’s shed on the waterfront and shipped to Winnipeg. By 1915, apples started to come into
production and after one year of trucking fruit to Penticton for packing, the Penticton Co-operative Growers
provided facilities locally. In the beginning, they too used Lapsley’s shed or the hotel basement. By 1916,
Muir Steuart had signed up some growers, hauling their fruit to Summerland for packing and the following
year he built Kaleden’s first packinghouse on the site where the community hall now stands.
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KMA 2012-003-P017 (Barb and Ted Gane collection)
Packinghouse workers in front of Hotel Kaleden.

Steuart had the advantage of a site, a building and permanent equipment, while the Penticton Co-op had to
use makeshift accommodation, working in tents on the Battye property for several years. As a result, Steuart
had cornered most of the local tonnage by the 1920s and was the dominant fruit handler until selling out to
the Penticton Co-op in 1922. For just one year, the Penticton Co-operative Growers handled the entire local
crop. But In 1923, the local growers broke away to form the Kaleden Co-operative Growers, with F.W.
King - President, R.D. Mutch - Vice-President, and H.W. Corbitt, Reg Hody and H.H. Whitaker as
Directors. F.W. King remained president until 1949, when he became vice-president. He served in that
capacity until he retired in 1961 at the age of seventy-two. The following years saw a succession of building
additions and equipment upgrades at the site on the corner of Lakehill and Linden. However, it took the
advent of the rail line through Kaleden in 1932 to move the local plant into the twentieth century.
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KMA 2024-003-P012 (Bill Findlay collection). KMA 2014-001-P028 (Ray Findlay collection)
Early Steuart Packinghouse. Later view of the Packinghouse. Now Kaleden Co-op.
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KMA 2024-003-P004 (Bill Findlay collection)
Interior of the original Packinghouse.

With the need for a move to the new lakefront site to take full advantage of the railway, it was possible to
start building in the latest innovations. Cold storage was one obvious requirement and the latest in apple
graders with washing facilities made for more efficient processing. The railway itself did away with many
of the shipping problems, such as shipping by truck to the loading dock where the boxes had to be loaded
into a refrigerator car sitting on a barge while the crew of the good ship SS York sat idly by.



KMA 2024-003-P014 (Bill Findlay collection)
The SS York and barge at Kaleden wharf unloading “shook™ (wood material for making boxes).

The next few years marked the peak of fruit production in Kaleden, and it provided work for many local
families, including many teenagers, during the transition from school to lifetime avocations. Is avocation
the word you want here? In 1963, with the advent of bins instead of boxes for bulk handling fruit from the
orchard to the packing line, the Kaleden Packing House was completely renovated and equipment upgraded.
By this time, most of the fruit production from Okanagan Falls and the East side of Skaha Lake was being
hauled by Robertson Trucking into the Kaleden plant. With the modernization of the facilities in 1963, even
some fruit growers from Penticton joined the Kaleden Association, attracted by the efficiencies in the
handling of their fruit.

KMA 2018-001 - 129 (Ro King cdllection)
The “New” Kaleden Co-op Packinghouse.
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KMA 2018-001-P127 (Ron King collection)
Interior of the “New” Packinghouse

Unfortunately, the promise of the sixties was short lived. Financial returns, which failed to cover production
costs, had growers subdividing to provide homesites or pulling out orchards and planting vineyards. Soon
the local fruit crop was too small to make the packing house operation viable, and, in 1976, the Board of
Directors negotiated a deal whereby the growers could transfer their membership to the Oliver Co-operative
Growers Association without penalty or loss of investment. For several years they used the facilities for an
assortment of tasks, the most important being storage, but also including warehousing of grower supplies
such as fertilizers and spray materials, and the packing of soft fruit. However, each year these usages
became less cost effective and eventually the packinghouse was closed permanently — a sad end to the
industry that started here at the very birth of Kaleden. But even failures bring some benefits, and it was the
collapse of the fruit industry that enabled Kaleden to purchase the packinghouse property in 1986 and to
develop our “Pioneer Park”.
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